












''THE PIER'S BENEFITS ARE WIDE AND FAR-REACHING, 
AND A SOLUTION TO ITS DETERIORATING STATE MUST 

INCLUDE THE CITY, STATE AND OTHER FEDERAL PARTNERS, 
NOT TO MENTION THE POSSIBILITY OF 

LARGE-SCALE PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT.'' 

ners, not to mention the possibility of 
large-scale philanthropic support. 

A 1939 WPA fact sheet offers a 
glowing vision of Aquatic Park and 
"the finished park, protected by the 
great curve of the municipal pier. .. 
fills completely the need for a central 
water playland. Here one may bathe, 
swim, canoe or sail. .. here thousands 
of happy youngsters find a protected 
playground in the waters and on the 
shore. Here thousands of wearied 
adults may sink into warm, embrac
ing sand, content to just lie and relax, 
and revel in the beauties spread be
fore them." 

That is very much the case today. 
Fishing has always been popular 
from the pier. You can stroll the pier 
and feel the breeze sweeping in from 
the Pacific. Bicyclists, runners, and 
even Segway tours find their way on 
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the pier as part of the 2.9 million an
nual visitors to Aquatic Park . The 
360-degree views from the pier are
stunning and include magnificent
views of the Golden Gate, the city's
skyline from Coit Tower to Russian
Hill, Alcatraz, and the historic ships
at Hyde Street Pier. You can experi
ence being enveloped in fog, or feel
the sun on a bright winter day while
listening for the sounds of the water
and the seabirds.

Municipal Pier allows us to escape 
the hustle and bustle of the city-the 
traffic, noise, and commercialism. I 
urge you to visit the pier, and reflect 
upon our beautiful city's past, and the 
places that make it so special today. ■

Kevin Hendricks is the Superintendent 

at San Francisco Maritime National 

Historical Park. 

(Clockwise from left) A Segway tour on 
the Pier. 

Fishing from the Municipal Pier today, 
and in 1934. (San Francisco History 
Center, San Francisco Public Library). 

Crowds of people on the pier today, 
and on July 24, 1934, San Francisco 
Maritime National Historical Park, John 
Procter photographer, Procter Collection, 
A12.38,848ps (SAFR 21374). 
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